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To be Continued TursDays and Fridays, 





Is.it a blind Contingence of Events? - , nt Gen eue'™ 
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eet -------- Or Fate, 
That orders all Things ay fitpersor Will, 


_‘Forefees Lis Work, and works in that Forefight, 
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FRIDAY, [JULY Il. 1736. 





MERE Serene Eskyr-Ha(fon-Lin- 
threaghyn, who, fince his De- 
yea @ {cent amoneft us, has been inde- 
weg fatigable, in making his Co'lec- 
SF tion, and whofe particular Kind- 
nefs to me, I cannot enough ac- 
knowledge, finding,’ by my lait 
oaide Paper, that I am entering upoa 
the nobleft Branch of Humax Wifdom, has Iet me 
know by a Letter juft received, that in turning over 
the Pieces that have lately fallen into his Hands, he 
has difcovered fome that may be of Service to me 
in the. Profecution of this grand Work, and offers 
me, at thé fame time, the Infpection of his whole 
Magazine. ; 
Tue very firlt Piece I caft my Eye on, made 
me fenfible of the Ufefulnefs of the Acquitition I 
had made of his Favour, ‘being entitled, Or THE 
Nirurt or CHance. I prefentiy ran over it, 
and found: the Subject fo fully explained, and fo 
much better than I-céuld poffibly hope to do, with- 
ot a good deal of Labour, thar I refoled to make 
afé of his kind Indulgence, and prefent my Readers 
witha’ Treat out of the Man-in-the-Moon’s valu- 
able Colleétion, | 
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SIR, 


“VOU may remember, one Evening, we had 3 
“4 fort'of,a Difpure pon a Subject of a very 
“‘fiigh Nature, no lefs than the Caufe of Deity, 
 ‘You-may remember lixewife what pafled upon thar 
© Subject: But I then thought your Sentiments nor 
“ quite { right as I would have wifhed; and I told 
“you, that. { Believed fome wrong Authority had 
“fattened them upon you, your Character and 
“Condué in Life being too’ good to flow from 
“ fuch Sentiments. I was in hopes you would have 
“renewed the Difcourfe, that we might have fi- 
“nifhed our Debate, and fettled our Opinions. But 
“the Oceafion came nor naturally, and our Difpure 
“'refted where we left it.then. I have furtce, and 
“ frequently, thought of it, and right Sentiments of 
* Deity appear to me to’ be of fuch Contequence to 
* Happize{s, that Lthink no Man can be happy that 
“errs from Truth; and as there is but one Truth, 
’ fo there is but one Happinefs , juft as in the Body, 
' tho’ there are Thoulands of Diftempers, there is 
but one Health. You know of what Confequence 
7 the Health ot the Body is; believe me, that of 
_ the Mind (which is nothing but. ts Conformity to 
, druth) 3 of infinitely greater; and that a right 
_-Wayot thinking ought to be Man’s firft and dearett 
Coucern, 
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“ ‘Turse Confiderations have engaged me to fet, 
our Difpute before you in Writing. Ler uf'be, 
equally ingenuous, and yield to the beit Arguments, 
be they in your Mouth or mine. “I fight not for 
Victory, laffure you, but for Fruth. <T fhalt,’ in 
a few Words, recapitulate our Difpute, and-tHen, 
proceed. yy. WEE 
* You faid, Farther than what we faw we could 
not go. ‘antwered, That if one aw a Plan drawn 
upon a Paper, one would be apt to think‘ /ome. 


* thing drew it, and-the next Queftion would be, 


who drew it? “True, faid you, but Chance may 


* have been the Occafion of the World. J} then, 


you may remember, ask’d, What you meant by 
Chance? and I thirik, in this Cafe, the cleareft In- 
terpretation of the Word Chance, is, that the 
World mizht or might not bave beew; and; if I 
miftake not, ‘it was your Anfwer, The World then 
is. This'we are fure of : This we can be pofitive 
in: This we fee. Why then was it? According 
to Chance, it might. as well not have been, as 
have been, and, as well have been as not bade been, 
What then, determined its being > Since Chance, 
according to our, Definition of it, Chance alone 
never Qowa. Tr is; but it might aswell vor have 
been : lat tien determined Chance to choofe 
this rather than that? It could not be itfelf; fox 
Chance is totally indifferent, and would never 
have decided one way nor other. A Decifion there 


is, and thar Decifion excludes Chance. 


“ Tx this manrier f then thought, and think ftilf, 
Chance fufficiently excluded from the Original af 
Things. But you feemed not fufficiently con; 
yinced of it; perhaps you only feemed : “How, 
ever, [ then ask’d you, If in the World there 
were not evident Marks of Regularity, Wifdom, 
Beauty, Order, @c.?. You owned there’. was, 
Could Chance then produce, Order, Regularity, 
¢g>c.? This you would not venture to affirm, 
but faid, The World might have made itfelf; ar 
as nothing could be made out of nothing, the 
World mult have been eternal, and confequently 
is God. Then, faid I, if fo, there is a God. Now, 
let that God be the World, if fo you needs will 
have it, or let that God be fomcething elfe, it is no 
matter, provided that in that God there are the 
proper Attributes, Wifdom, Goodnefs, Truth, Orr 
der, Beauty, Gc. thele meceffarily and abfolutely 
fhut out all ‘PofMibiliry of Chance, Evil, Badnefs, 
Impotency, Error, Deformity, @c. out of the Ori- 
ginal of Things, and out of the World; and we 
may boldly pronounce, if fuch be God, none of 
thefe things can exilt where he is, nor govern 
where he rules. But Chance, faid you, then, dogs 
| * politively 






































a Yoheivel ppowesns Ber's of this World, tho’ not the different BuGinefs : One builds, another trades 

_ le. w, faid 1, does Chance govern Parts Third plows, @c. Each Man has a natural ont 

“ of this World, afid in what,manner ? Is it in “awful Vocation, wiiich he follows in regular 

“ Contradiction and pf tg’ the Atrafigemicnt © * and conftant aWay.”“Hle, then, that follows Archi 

“ made by Deity in the Whole? Uf , then Chance * tecture, builds a Honte. The Materials of this ) 

“ is more powerful thin Deity? Op, does Chance Houfe are, by their Nature, fubject to Decay . the 

 psovern Parts according to the Laws of Or- Time of their Decay comes, and at fuch a Mo. 

“ der? - -you-found too abfard to maintain ; ment it will fall ; -juft at that Moment, 

“ and yet you was ugplling “20 part with your F2- Man, who had for many Years followed anothe; 

“ wvourite, Chance. - You inftanced, Chance Occupation, paffes by this Houfe, it falls, and 
crufhes -him. Where is the Work of Chance) 


“on Lives : -Asthus— A and pious . e 
« goes out, a Tile falls from a Houfe and fplits 4“ Had not this Houfe been, regularly, fo many Years 
decaying before it comes to its Crifis ? Woali 
d 











“ his Skull; i¢ was Chance directed his Steps that 
“ Way, and in that Moment; and it was Chance — the Effeét of it nor.be, or be fi nded. 
“' shat the Tile F sage juft fall as be paffed by: becaufe a Man following his ordinary fen 
“ This is hard for that who deferved 
“ better at the Hands of God. Is this fair dealing 
© Deity? This indeed feems to bea Home-chargeupon 
“ Deity at but comies to riothing, when weighed 
“ and fet in Oppofition to the Character we have 
“ allowed Deity. _Iremember I anfwered you thus: 
¢” You would then, faid I, have had Deity wrought 
*€ 4 Miracle to fave that Man: You would have had 
“the natural~and-eternal-Effect-of a hard- Body fal- 
* ling upon a fofter, from a certain Height, and : 
: “ crufhing that fofter, to have changed its Nature fhould be then crufhed : It could not be 
Wel S faycon, anata and not have done what it is its That would have been impoffible. 
ie) © Nature to do, what it is fitting and right that it | “ To conclude——This Reafoning may beequally 
Wi “ fhould do, what it cannot avoid doing, what it “ applied to every Accident of Life, wherein Chance, 


and being called by his Bufinefs, paffes by ar rm 
‘Moment of Crifis. Believe ms eho 
sng Loans seve PRAYSR TES IT: For 
eity will never act contrary to the immuta 
Laws his eternal Wifdom has placed in the Nee 
of Things. His eternal Wifdom had made thefe 
Things of a fallible Nature: Their Decay is ¢ 
natural, regular, > beautiful Operation, and 


no ways a Piece 


right and fitting that this Man paffing then by, 
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“ did then, and ever muft, and will, do, being fo “ according to your Syftem, governs as 4 real Being: 

ait ° abet by natural, atl Fa and reafonable “ ee may thus reduce it to a mere N ot 
yi “ Laws, prefcribed and fixed by an intelligible “ a Word made ufe of to exprefs a certain Idea, 
a) * and good Being. All this you would have had “ Befides, if this Argument be not fatisfactory, are 
“ done to fave that Man’s Life, and Piel Deity. “ we not of a mortal, finite Nature? (I {peak of 
Deity thould have acted inconfiftently with irfelf, ‘* our Bodies) Are there not Millions of different 








€ and out of the Courfe of Nature, and what irfelf “ ware of ending this Fabrick? And can any one 
“ ordered, or Deity is unjuft, and (Chance dividing “ of thefe Ways be called a Work of Chance? Is 
“ its Way) becomes impotent. this muft fol- ‘“ a Fever, the Stone, the Gout, @c. are any of 


“ low, if it was wrong that the Tile killed the Man a thefe Chance? Are they not rather natural Effects 
pa or that Sus me governs ee hay this s did 7 flowing pt on pofitive Caufes? Anda ges i 
‘Not entir i . \ ce fti Vv upon a ’s is it not a natural End o 
* with you, A Sidoot above. I then pa above, “ human Life,andnoChance one? Let us examine 
© in ‘the Cafe of the firft Caufe of Things) enquired “ Things wholly, and not it part only, and we thal | 
what } by Chance, if it wasa real Thing, “ totally reduce Chance to a mere Word, made ule | 
“4 Tabbantial Being. No Man ever yet would “ of, asI faid befo to exprefs an Idea 
“ ‘clearly, paint. this imapinary Exiftence ol lives “TF we once tog aban a pofitive Principle, 
© tig Colours ;.and I think, you anfwered, That ##¢ “ that in the Original of all Things there is Wie a 
« “was. real, that the Man was killed by the Tile, “ Goodwefs, Beauty, Order, Gc. We mutftof Ne- 
‘and. that #¢ was 2 Chance he went that Way; ftill “ ceffity exclude all Chance, Badnefs,.. Deformity 
cc indirectly  realixing and perforifyingy hence. I « and Confufion, from the Original of Things, 
ee ing then late, we parted. I thal pdw add a “ confequently from any Share of Government : For 
ss ai ords moré, in order to exclude this Crea- “ to imagine there is a good and a bad Principle in 
“ ture of the Imagination out of Reality, and make “ the Original of Things is abfurd; both cannot ex- 
“ ir as plain to the Underftanding as it is true to “ ift; one muft deftroy the other, and, I think; we 
ah) / : ees *° fee enough to determine within ourfelves, that it is 
“ In-the Cafe above-mentioned, I could fuffi- “ the good Principle that exifts, and not the bad: 
“ Giently exchide Chance from having any thing to ‘‘ However, this may be my Sentiment ; if you are 
“ do in it (that is, Chance as a Reality, notas a “ ftill of another, I beg of you to put it in the 
Word) by barely faying, Why do Men build? This “ ftrongeft Light you can, form a compleat Syftem 
“ Acciderit would: bling Berd Rresincis’d if Menhad “ of it, arid let me have it. JI do not look upon 
“never built. Here had been no Birth for Chance, “ myfelf asa great Reaforier; but, I dare affirm, | 
our Lives had not been fubjeét to Chance: ‘ can throw that Buildirig to the Ground, and erett 
“€ Chance then, allowing it to be fomething, owes “ a much more beautiful and confiftent one in its 
“ its Bitth to an Action of Man, and is not Origi- ‘ Place. If you like, or have Leifure, for a Corre 
of nal nor Primary, exifting in the Nature of Things; “ fponderice of this Nature, you will anfwer this 

















and © not firft nor Original, can have no “ Letter: If not, believe my Intention good, 
“ Share of Government in the World, or inits Parts, © that I am, Yours, &c. 
but is reduced, at beft, to a finite Being, if you 
* ends will give it a ing: But, I fanfy, on further P. + 
oe eng it will be reduced to be a mere Word | fe 
. my 2 of to exprefs az — fing ge in : “er 
, Affairs ing real. But let us ana- 
PSI, Booey ssc aii, ond Errata in Numa. LXIX. 


without . differ Thitt gs = Pages. Col. 1. 1. 12. for Reajoning, read Reafon. Col. 2. Pare & 
a pak the Parts of thi Oot ent S toge read, We — enquire if ro ns ‘fuck a a as — 
Pe. 5 - a <2 f independent of any Law whatfoever, and derivate 
«oy HE World is, at prefent, thrown into dif- Truth, and of oh are but ically good. 
* ferent Societies : Thefe Societies engage Men into 
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